
 

Class of 2024 Prizes and Awards 
Student Prizes and Awards 

The American Academy of Neurology Medical Student Prize for Excellence 
in Neurology established in 2001. This prize recognizes excellence in clinical 
neurology among graduating medical students. It is awarded annually to a 
graduating medical student who exemplifies outstanding scientific achievement 
and clinical acumen in neurology or neuroscience, and outstanding personal 
qualities of integrity, compassion, and leadership — Yelizaveta Sapozhnikov & 
Kate Hildahl 

The American College of Emergency Physicians Award recognizes a 
graduating medical student with the intention to pursue a career in emergency 
medicine and who has demonstrated outstanding patient care and involvement in 
medical organizations and the community — Kyle Martin 

The Rudolph Angell Award, established in honor of Dr. Angell, a graduate of 
the medical school (1937), by his friends and colleagues, recognizes a 
graduating medical student who “by virtue of outstanding performance in internal 
medicine and high personal standards, exemplifies the ideals of the art and 
science of the practice of medicine” — Harshita Gaba 

The Robert L. Caldwell Prize in Surgery established by the Department of 
Surgery, in honor of Dr. Caldwell, a graduate of the medical school (1961) and 
residency (1969).  This prize is awarded to a fourth-year student who performed 
at the highest level during surgical rotations — Macy Goldbach 

The Class of 1976 Prize awarded by the alumni of that class to a graduating 
medical student in recognition of promise to become an outstanding clinical 
teacher — Kathleen Krieg 

The Jules Cohen Award for Advancing Medical Education, inaugurated in 
1997 and named for a distinguished graduate of the School and former senior 
associate dean for medical education, is awarded to the graduating senior 
medical student who has contributed most meaningfully to the improvement of 
the medical school curriculum — Tessa Oliver 

The Bryce Collier Prize awarded to a medical student whose performance 
demonstrates exceptional qualities of responsibility and devotion in the 
compassionate and understanding care of the sick — Marissa LoCastro 



Costanza Community Impact Award, is presented to a Distinction candidate 
whose work exemplifies outstanding community engagement with the greatest 
potential for sustainable impact on the health of the community – Devon Clark 

The Dean’s Award is presented to a fourth-year medical student in recognition 
of excellent academic achievement and outstanding accomplishment in research 
– Ian DeAndrea-Lazarus 

Fiscella Excellence in Community Health Award presented to a Distinction 
candidate whose work demonstrates significant scholarship in community 
engagement through academic rigor, robust evaluation, and substantial 
dissemination— Carly Eiduson & Hannah Jackel-Dewhurst 

The Department of Family Medicine Commencement Award was established 
in 2013 and is presented to a graduating medical student who has demonstrated 
a commitment to compassionate, relationship-centered primary care of patients 
and families with special sensitivity to underserved or marginalized populations 
— Tyler Johnston 

The Glasgow-Rubin Achievement Award is presented by the American 
Medical Women’s Association to the woman who graduates first in her class. — 
Shreya Bhasin 

The Glasgow-Rubin Achievement Citations is presented by the American 
Medical Women’s Association to female students who graduate in the top 10% of 
their class. — Japsimran Kaur; Malu Satheesh; Tiffany Ting; Jessica Wu 

The Robert J. Haggerty Prize in Pediatrics was established by the Department 
of Pediatrics in 1988 in honor of its former chair, Robert J. Haggerty (1964–
1974), a “dedicated clinician, teacher, and investigator who focused on the whole 
child, the family, and their community as the model for pediatric care” – Carly 
Eiduson 

The Robert J. Joynt, M.D., Ph.D. Prize for Excellence in Clinical Neurology 
established in 1987. This prize is named after Dr. Robert J. Joynt, founding chair 
of the Department of Neurology and former vice president and vice provost of the 
School of Medicine and Dentistry, who exemplifies outstanding scientific 
achievement and clinical acumen in neurology, and outstanding personal 
qualities of integrity, compassion and leadership. This prize is awarded annually 
to a graduating medical student who best demonstrates both outstanding 
academic excellence in clinical neurosciences and professional qualities shown 
by Dr. Joynt – Kevin Dillon 

The Robert E. Kates Award is awarded to a graduating student who has 
demonstrated excellence in both clinical medicine and in research by qualifying 
for the M.D. and Ph.D. degrees in the combined program or by earning the 
degree Doctor of Medicine with Distinction in Research – Mark Kenney 



The Charles D. Kochakian Award in Endocrinology and Nutrition, 
established in recognition of Charles D. Kochakian, Ph.D., graduate of the 
medical school in 1936, is awarded to a medical student for research in the field 
of endocrinology and/or nutrition – John Cliburn 

The Dean Brenda D. Lee Award, established by the Class of 2005 Student 
National Medical Association members, is given to a graduating medical student 
who demonstrated outstanding commitment to community service, mentoring 
students in the educational pipeline, and improving the health status of diverse 
patient populations via patient care, research, and/or teaching – Devon Clark 

The Department of Obstetrics and Gynecology Commencement Award is 
awarded to a graduating medical student in recognition of outstanding 
performance in Obstetrics and Gynecology – Hannah Jackel-Dewhurst 

Department of Psychiatry Commencement Award presented to a fourth-year 
medical student who has given evidence of unusual promise of creative 
scholarship in the field of psychiatry by clinical scholarship, by participation in 
research, or both – Uday Chockanathan & Tara Cicic 

The Society of Academic Emergency Medicine Prize awarded for excellence 
in emergency medicine from the Society of Academic Emergency Medicine, is 
given to a student who has demonstrated outstanding proficiency and 
contributions in emergency medicine – Nicholas Hall 

The Jack I. Stein Memorial Prize, formerly the Jack I. Stein Memorial Lecture 
and Visiting Professorship was established in 1973 in memory of Dr. Stein, an 
esteemed graduate of this School and resident in the Department of Psychiatry, 
by gifts from his family, friends, and colleagues. This prize is to be awarded 
annually to a resident or medical student with a proven interest in psychiatry who 
demonstrates the highest standards of scholarship for the benefit of patients, 
students, residents, and faculty – Uday Chockanathan 

The Doran J. Stephens Prize is awarded by the alumni of the School of 
Medicine and Dentistry to a graduating student who shows promise of developing 
the personal and professional qualities that distinguished the late Dr. Stephens, a 
graduate of the first class of the School, an inspiring teaching, talented 
investigator, and kindly and able physician – Devon Clark 

The Medical Society of the State of New York Community Service Award is 
awarded by the Medical Society to a graduating medical student who has 
donated time and effort to outstanding community service while in school —  
Caroline Farmer 
 
The United States Excellence in Public Health Award designed to recognize 
medical students who are involved in public health issues in their community as 



well as to increase awareness of the United States Public Health Service and its 
mission to protect, promote and advance the health and safety of our nation. —  
 
USPHS Military Student Award awarded to graduating students who are 
military commissioned. – Capt. Julie Burgett 

The William B. Hawkins Award is given to a graduating medical student who 
manifests Dr. Hawkins’ high personal standards, consideration of others and 
dedication to scholarship — Hannah Bell 

The Kenneth Woodward Memorial Award established in memory of Dr. 
Kenneth Woodward, a graduate of the School of Medicine and Dentistry. Dr. 
Woodward was the first African-American to complete the pediatric residency 
program at the University of Rochester and was a former associate dean for 
minority affairs at the School of Medicine and Dentistry. Shortly after his death, 
his family established a memorial fund to recognize students who have 
outstanding prospects for careers in improving the health status of underserved 
patients – Edgar Alaniz-Cantu 

Humanism, Humanities, Education and Research 
Pathways 

The Gold Humanism Honor Society recognizes students, residents and faculty 
who are exemplars of compassionate patient care and who serve as role models, 
mentors, and leaders in medicine. – Edgar Alaniz-Cantu; Xander Chait; Devon 
Clark; Sarah Crowe; Caroline Farmer; Anna Frey; Jacob Gomez; Melissa 
Holloway; Rachel Johnson; Kathleen Krieg; Jessica Wu 

The Leonard Tow Humanism in Medicine Award awarded by the Arnold P. 
Gold Foundation, in recognition and honor of students and faculty members who 
exemplify compassion in the delivery of health care services. The goal of 
humanism in medicine is to ensure that those involved in direct patient care 
embody the highest level of sensitivity, cultural competence, dignity, and respect 
for the patients and families served – Rachel Johnson 

Health Humanities & Bioethics/Deaf Health/Latino Health Pathways: The 
Division of Medical Humanities and Bioethics offers the following pathways to 
provide medical students with an enriched experience throughout their four years 
of medical school: Health Humanities, Bioethics, Deaf Health and Latinx Health. 

Health Humanities Pathway: Sarbjit Birdi; Xi Chen; Amanda Chow; 
Carly Eiduson; Caroline Farmer; Anna Frey; Andrew Hoffmann; 
Japsimran Kaur; Paul Kim; Kyle Martin; Syd Park; Alexander 
Poulakis; Denes Szekeres 



Deaf Health Pathway: Guy Azriel; Ashley Marie Cortes; Kevin Dillon;            
Tricia Jacobson; Daniel Lee; Marissa LoCastro; Caroline Maretz;                
Neha Narayan; Adam Rockter; Logan Worley; Jessica Wu 

Latinx Health Pathway: Edgar Alaniz-Cantu; Shania Ali; Ashley Marie 
Cortes; Jacob Gomez; Carly Haft; Rachel Johnson; Yoav Kadan; 
Japsimran Kaur; Mackenzie Palmer;  Ernesto Sabogal; Sam Schell 

Medical Education Pathway prepares students for academic careers by 
providing practical experience through both large and small group teaching and 
participation in professional development activities. Guy Azriel; Kathleen 
Carino; Ian Deandrea-Lazarus; Anna Frey; Melissa Holloway; Tricia 
Jacobson; Yoav Kadan; Kathleen Krieg; Caroline Maretz; Julia Mo; 
Samantha Myers; Tessa Oliver; Anna Stolarczyk; Tiffany Ting   

Academic Research Track (ART) is a program that provides selected students, 
who are strongly motivated to pursue an academic career in medicine that 
encompasses research with a broad and deep exposure to basic, clinical, 
educational or translational research, involving both didactic and mentored 
research experiences through an enriched medical school curriculum. Marissa 
LoCastro; Caroline Maretz; Ching-Wei Pan; Syd Park 

Global Health Pathway is an elective program available to selected medical 
students who have an interest or demonstrated commitment to careers that 
include global and public health.  Knowledge will be gained through a didactic 
lecture series, direct experiences and independent projects. Sarah Crowe; 
Alexander Poulakis Malu Satheesh; Sam Schell; Hannah Smith; Elisabeth 
Rodrigues  

Health, Equity and Law Policy Pathway is an elective program available to 
selected medical students who understand social determinates of health, want to 
influence health inequalities, and are interested in the formation and 
implementation of health policies, participants work local and nationally. Sarbjit 
Birdi; Sage Hellerstedt; Melissa Holloway; Hannah Jackel-Dewhurst 

Resident Awards 
The Class of 1990 Resident Teaching Award is presented each year to a 
resident physician in appreciation of outstanding teaching – Korry Wirth, MD 

Faculty Awards 
Keith Miner Ford Award for Excellence in Teaching is awarded each year to a 
member of the faculty selected by the graduating class – Robert Thompson 
Stone, MD 



The Leonard Tow Humanism in Medicine Award awarded in recognition and 
honor of students and faculty members who exemplify compassion in the delivery 
of health care services. The goal of humanism in medicine is to ensure that those 
involved in direct patient care embody the highest level of sensitivity, cultural 
competence, dignity, and respect for the patients and families serve – Ponnila S. 
Marinescu, MD 

 

 


